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He trains my hands for war, so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. â€“from the Song of David

(2 Samuel 22:35) The Bronze Bow, written by Elizabeth George Speare (author of The Witch of

Blackbird Pond) won the Newbery Medal in 1962. This gripping, action-packed novel tells the story

of eighteen-year-old Daniel bar Jaminâ€”a fierce, hotheaded young man bent on revenging his

fatherâ€™s death by forcing the Romans from his land of Israel. Danielâ€™s palpable hatred for

Romans wanes only when he starts to hear the gentle lessons of the traveling carpenter, Jesus of

Nazareth. A fast-paced, suspenseful, vividly wrought tale of friendship, loyalty, the idea of home,

community . . . and ultimately, as Jesus says to Daniel on page 224: â€œCanâ€™t you see, Daniel,

it is hate that is the enemy? Not men. Hate does not die with killing. It only springs up a hundredfold.

The only thing stronger than hate is love.â€• A powerful, relevant read in turbulent times. --This text

refers to the Audio CD edition.
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Imagine your father taken away and killed by the Romans. Could you ever forgive them? When this

happens to Daniel's family, it leaves his sister traumatized and Daniel with a fiery hatred for the

Romans. The Bronze Bow is not only historically correct; it is also exciting! This book completely

uses all the reader's emotions throughout the story line and it draws the reader into the story. In The

Bronze Bow, Daniel, a Jewish boy, despises Roman rule. After Daniel witnesses his father's

crucifixion and watches his mother die of a broken heart, he retreats to the mountains. There he

joins a notorious gang that robs people to gain money for armor and weaponry to free Israel. Daniel



meets up with some old friends and they recruit a small group of boys who, with Daniel, hope to

avenge his parent's deaths and rid the Holy Land of Romans. But then Daniel faces the hardest

decision of his life: should he love and forgive the Romans or hate them? The character

development in The Bronze Bow is tremendous. Two of my favorite characters are Daniel and Joel.

Daniel is an eighteen-year-old Jewish boy seeking revenge. He is hateful yet finds himself

questioning his anger for the Romans. Joel is a seventeen-year-old Jewish boy that is thoughtful,

loyal, and kind. Joel wants to solve the Roman/Israeli conflict with words, not force. In this story the

reader becomes part of Daniel and Joel's group of friends. Elizabeth George Speare, the author of

The Bronze Bow, was born in Melrose, Massachusetts in 1908. She has won the Laura Ingalls

Wilder Award and two Newbery Medals for The Bronze Bow and The Witch of Blackbird Pond. She

has also won a Newbery Honor Medal for The Sign of the Beaver.
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